7.1 CALIFRENIA EARTHQUAKE
DCTOBER 17, 1989

SAN FRANCISCO'S MAJOR EARTHQUAKE COMPARISON
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At Sid PM, Pacilc Siandard Time, the Stavens family, and all glher
persens in the San Francisco, Calfarnia area, exporienced the wors:
earthquake anyono could rememoer snca the 1908 BIS earthquoks
IP's 15 saconcs duration seemed li<e clernily and depending where
you werg, ciffsrent avants acoured,  Snce the rows media -as
already [old vou aboul the major damages, this note wil doscribe
where =~embers o' the Stevens: family were, their experiences, anc
what damages they incurred as a resul of thoe 7.1 magnitude
earhouake,

STEVENS RESIDENCE

dar homa is approdimately 25 miles (40 k) trom che eatthquake
aepicenter, Il % a wood framse, wo sione structure hailt it 1953 on
vary firm rack and cay soi naar ihe foothills of the Sana Cruz
mouriains.  The San Andreas fault rons ttrough the cente- of e
mountaing wack e anly 10 miles (16 km) away, Our house
survived withoutl any natinezble cracds or major carmage.

*one noaxcasae fa'l nothe garge bul lorfunately rat on the 1975
Datzun or the 1965 Farn Mustarg converiole autornobiles.
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-The gas water heater in the garage remained upright which was
of major concem because af the polential fire damage. There
weare na gas or water leaks thraughout the house.

-Approximately 525 cubic feet (13 cubic meters) ar 4040
gallans (15,000 liters) of water splashed out of the poal,
through the yard and garage and finally out to the street in
front of the house. There are no noficeable cracks in the
concreta and stasl pool

~Electricity remained an but phone service was out immediately
and was ten inlermittent an and off for several days.

fMast all items such as lamps., pictures and wvases on fop of
tablas, shelves, piano, and dressers either fall ovar or anta the
floor., Four glasses were broken as were two large beer mugs
and a cup and saucer from Germany., A large reel-io-reel tape
recorder fell faur fest from its shelf but landed on books and
other stereo items that saved it from serious damage. Halph's
collection of owver farty state and country trivets hanging on
the wall in tha upstairs recreation room did naot fall.

«Othar bookcases and cabinets inside the house, sewveral with
glass doors and facing in the same direction as lhe bookcase
that fall in the garage, did not fall which is considerad a veny
strange phenamenan.

SANDY AT HOME ALONE

Sandy was sitting in the rear bedroom walching TV. She fell to her
kneas and was forced hard against the wall while trying to get to
the naarby door of our designated "sale area”. This is a four doar
intarsection that forms the safast pratective structure in the bouse,
Afier the major shaking stopped. she chacked for damages and
recaived a small cut on har right arm while opening a kitchen
cahinel allowing glasses o fall put. Sha did not want o remain in
the hause and went outside and sat in the car. When Halph arrived
home about an hour later, Sandy was obvigusly slill alraid but was
concernad mastly about the safety of Scott and Kealla. Several
neighbors saon arrived to check on us and many frghlaning stories
were told by all althaugh our neighborhoog survived ramarkaby wall
There were no structural damages to properties or physical injuries
to neighbors,
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»The pas watar heater in tha garage remained upright which was
of major concem hecause of the potential fire damage. There
were no gas or water leaks thmoughout the house,

«Approximately 525 cubic feet (153 cubic meters) or 4000
gallans (15,000 liters) of water splashed out of the poal,
through the yard and garage and finally out to the street in
front of the house. There are no noliceable cracks in ihe
concreta and stasl pool.

*Electricity remained an but phone service was out immediately
and was then intermittent on and off for several days.

fMast all items such as lamps, pictures and vasas on fop of
tablas, shelves, piano, and dressers either fell over or anta the
floor. Four glasses were broken as were two large beer mugs
and a cup and saucer from Germany. A large reel-io-reel taps
recorder fell four fest Trom e shelf but landed on books and
pther sterso iterns that zaved it from serious damage. Halph's
collection of over farty state and country ftrivets hanging on
the wall in tha upetairs recreation room did nat fall.

«Othar bookcases and cabinets inside the house, several with
glass doars and facing in the same direction as the bookcase
that fall in the garage, did not fall which is considerad a very
strange phenameanan.

SANDY AT HOME ALONE

Sandy was sitting in the rear bedroom walching TV. She fell 10 her
kneas and was farced hard against the wall while trying to get to
the naarby door of our designated “"sale area". This is a four deor
intarsection that forms the safesl pratective structure in the house,
After the major shaking stopped, she checked for damages and
recaived a small cut on har right arm while opening a kitchen
cabinel allowing glasses to fall put. Sha did not want o remain in
the house and went outside and sat in the car. When Ralph arrived
home about an hour later, Sandy was obwicusly slill alraid but was
concernad mostly about the safety of Scott and Kalla.  Sewveral
neighbers soon arrived to check on us and many fnghlaning stories
were fold by all althaugh our neighhorhoog survived remarkaby wall.
There were no siructural damapges to properies or physiocal injurias
ta neighbors,
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1 Kalle at- earthquake
2 Sooll al ¢arthquass
3 Rzlph at earthguas<e
4 Seall's home

& kelle's home

& Aalph & Sandy'z home

' PACIEIS ACEAN

SEAMTA CRUZ
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KELLE ON THE ROAD

Kelle was alona in her car traveling about 50 mph (B0 km'hr) in the
fast fane of highway B85 near 280, While listening to the Waorld
Series baseball pre-game radio program, her car started rising,
lowering and moving sidowaye cut of har lana. After realizing it
was nol a typical ¢ar probleam and seeing about 30 other cars hitting
each other as they also swerved and crossed other lanes of the two
lane highway, she decided it was ONME BlG EARTHOLUAKE!, She
miraculously awvoided hitting any ather cars or structures while
trying to stop in the rising, dipping and swerving roadway. The
earth was still shaking when she and others finally got thair cars
stopped and considerable damage was done 1o the roadway. Since
the earthguake started sauth of San Francisca's Candleslick baseball
park whare the third game of the World Series was to be played. the
radio announcer had just then acknowledged an earthguake was
occurring and then went off the air. When the initial shaking finally
stopped. Kelle continued driving to her apartment {approximately 25
miles ar 40 km from the epicenter) and found it intact with kitchen
cabinet doors closed.  Although closed, they previously had opened
allowing 4 glasses (including one from Germany} to fall oul ang
break. Lamps and vases also fall ever butl did not break. Apartment
security persons arrived soon to check for gas and water leaks but
found none. Since there was no electrical power or telephane, Kelle
decidad to drive to her parants whare she sgpent the nighl.

EPITAPH

This was not JTHE BIG OME that is supposed to occur within the noxt
30 years. Knowing exactly whan and whera it is going 1o happen
wauld help a lot and many parsong are trying to do just that. No
doubt we will hear many scientific, and "non-scientific” pradictions
far more ecarthguakes in the future.  The Stevens family plans to
ramaln in Galifernia near beautiful San Francisco and will deal with
the conseguences of THE BIG ONE when it hapoens. We thank all the
relatives and friends who thought about us and hogpe wa can visil
with yvou before Mother Mature unleashes any more of her powsar such
as tha 7.1 magritude earthguake i the San Francisco Bay area
Dictober 17, 1989

PDF Creator - PDF4Free v2.0 http://www.pdf4free.com


http://www.pdfpdf.com/0.htm

